September 17, 2020

Vancouver Public Library is seeking two Writers in Residence in order to highlight the importance of
Canadian writing and creativity. In 2021 the library will host a Summer Residency and a Fall Residency.
We are seeking to fill one of the residencies with a fantasy genre author, and are issuing an open call to all
published Canadian writers of any form, style and content to fill the other residency.
The Writer plays a creative and valuable role at the Library, using their experience to foster a greater public
appreciation for Canadian writing. They provide the community with opportunities to interact with and
learn from a published writer, especially communities not typically exposed to Canadian writing.
The Writer in Residence will develop and lead exciting public events that promote a love of writing and
reading. They will support and provide advice to community members and aspiring writers through oneon-one consultations and group workshops.
This full-time position (35 hours/week) requires 50 percent of the Writer’s time be spent on library
programs or projects, leaving 50 percent of the residency time available for working on their writing
projects.
The Library would like to hear from you if you are:






A published Canadian writer with professional instruction and public speaking experience
Enthusiastic about developing, presenting, and sharing your knowledge and craft through events
with Vancouver Public Library. These events will be held online to meet public health requirements
Committed to participating in Vancouver Public Library and City of Vancouver events
In the early working stage of a writing project
Available on a full-time basis for one of these timelines:
Summer Residency - May 10 through August 27, 2021
Fall Residency - September 7 through December 23, 2021

In addition to your writing and public speaking experience you must also be able to:
 Work independently and as part of a team with library staff, working remotely through online
environments, such as Zoom
 Comfortably interact with members of Vancouver’s diverse public, including youth and seniors
 Deliver programs and consultations online, as events will be held digitally to meet public health
requirements. VPL staff will be available to provide support for delivery of online programs
 Participate in media opportunities to promote the residency, the library and Canadian writing
 Prepare for and meet deadlines
The Writer in Residence will have three main responsibilities:
 Spend time developing their own writing project
 Lead online literary events and other relevant programs to share their writing with the general
public of Vancouver and the Lower Mainland
 Support and assist new writers through online one-on-one meetings and group workshops

Contract terms: $17,000 for four months full-time activity ($4,250 per month on a self-employed basis).
Contract dates:
Summer Residency: May 10 through August 27, 2021
Fall Residency: September 7 through December 23, 2021
How to Apply
Please send us:
 A resume outlining your relevant qualifications, publications and experience
 A cover letter which expands on your experience, your vision for your residency, and which
community not typically familiar with Canadian writing you would like to engage
 A brief description of the writing project you intend to pursue – explain how a residency at the
Vancouver Public Library and access to its resources will benefit your project
 A brief outline of the public events you will offer during your residency, including your plans for
engaging community members and aspiring writers. Keep in mind these events will be held online
to meet public health requirements
 Your preference for the Summer Residency or the Fall Residency
 A 10 to 20 page sample of recent writing
 Reviews of published work
 Contact information for three references
Expressions of interest may be emailed in PDF format to programs@vpl.ca.
Completed applications must be received by 5 p.m. (PST) on Thursday October 29, 2020.
If you have questions, contact Amber Ritchie at amber.ritchie@vpl.ca.
Vancouver Public Library’s Writer in Residence program started in 2005 and the successful candidates will
serve as VPL’s 16th and 17th Writers in Residence.

